+ 


S ERM O N 


Publiſbed at the Requeſt of the Gentlemen concerned 


Preached in the pariſh- Church of 


Chriſt- Church, Loxpoxn; 
On Thuſdg Aer the 26th, 1744. 


BEING TH E | | 


[Time of the YEARLY MEETING of 


the CHILDREN Educated in the CHaRiTy- 
SCHOOLS, in and about the Cities of London 


and V. e 


8 * { 


By the Right Reverend 
MATTHEW Lord Biſhop of BANGOR. 


>. et 


. i _ 1 


8 
— — hd * 

— 
6— 


In the ſaid CHARITY. 


* 1 "ey ” — 


To which is annexed, 


An Accovunrt of the Society for Promoting | 
Chriſtian Knowledge. 


E G D O N. 


Printed by M. Dow NI No, in Bartholomew - Claſe, near 


WeSt-Smithfield, 1744. 


| 
2 


rw OY 


— 


1 


er 


rer 


* A 


r 


SES fs aw. a _ 
a. — vAkes — 


rr 


2 Co. VIII. 21. 


Providing for honeſt things, not only in 
the fight of the Lord, but alſo in the 
fight of men. 


4 


cipal Thing to be regarded in all 
our Actions, be to make them 
agreeable to the Laws of God, and 
to keep a Conſcience void of Of- 
fenſe towards Him; yet that a due 


Regard ought to be paid to the Opinions of Men 


in our outward Conduct, is a Truth not to be 
diſputed. The Reaſon why the Scriptures are 
more ſilent as to theſe ſort of Duties, ſeemns to 
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be not only hecauſe they are a kind of ſecondary 
Duties, and to be eſtimated by the degree of Uſe 
and Subſerviency they ſtand in to the higher 
Duties of religious Morality : but atfo, as they 
depend in a great meaſure upon the Cuſtoms and 
Circumſtances of different Times and Places ; 
they could not. be fo particularly treated of and 
inculcated, as the weightier Precepts of Chriſtia- 
nity, which are always the fame ; but muſt be 

left chiefly to the Diſcretion of Mankind, to be 
regulated according to their different- Stations, and 
the various Faſhions and Manners of the Age 
wherein they live. 

Ou Saviour indeed has more than once cau- 
tioned his Diſciples in general Terms againſt giv- 
ing Offenſe ; and very wiſely given one Precept, 
to let their light fo ſhine before men, that their 
good works may be ſeen, a Place in the noble Leſ- 
ſon of Morality He delivered from the Mount- 
But St. Paul has been more copious upon this 
Head, not only in delivering ſome general Pre- 
cepts of this kind, but exemplifying them in his 
own Conduct: who, as he had the Care of 
planting Chriſtianity in the. Heathen World in a 
great meaſure committed to him, was obliged to 
be extremely circumſpect, in having his 'onverſa- 
tion honeſt among the Gentiles, that they by beholding 
his good works, - might glorify God in the day of 
their viſitation, Hence is it that we find him, 
in 
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at CHRISTCHURCH, London. 


—— 


in the Defenſe he made of himſelf againſt Ter- 
tullus, declaring, That herein did he exerciſe him- 


ſelf, to have always a conſcience void of offenſe, to- 
wards God, and towards men, Hence is it that 
he adviſes the Philippians to think, among other 


Things of the greateſt Moment, of thoſe things 
alſo which: are of good report; the Theſſalonians, 
to abftain from all appearance of evil ; the Romans, 
to provide things honeſt in the fight of all men; 
and in the Words of the Text, gives. an Inſtance 
of his own ſtrict Obſervance of this very Precept: 


The opening which more fully, will open a clear- 


er Inſight into. the Nature of theſe fort of Duties 
in general ; and ſuggeft to our. Meditations what 
is very ſuitable to the Occaſion of our preſent 


Meeting, the promoting Chriſtian Knowledge by 


a publick Charity ; not indeed exactly the ſame 
with that of St. Paul in the Inſtance before us, 
to convert Heathens ; but to prevent, as much as 
poſſible, theſe poor Children from becoming ſo, 
by that total Want of Inſtruction they would 
otherwiſe be expoſed to.. 

Tur Apoſtle at the Beginning of che Chapter | 
exhorts the Corinthians, after the Example of the 


Churches of Macedonia, to contribute to the neceſſities 


of the poor ſaints at Feruſalum: And after ſhewing 
the Reaſonableneſs of the Duty, and commending 
the Forwardneſs they had expreſſed formerly in 
the Diſcharge of it He arqusints them at the ſix- 

teenth 
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wth and following Verſes, That Titus and th the 


brother whoſe praiſe is in the goſpel (generally fup- 
poſed to be St. Luke) were joined as Aſſiſtants to 


him in the Diſpoſal of this Charity. Now al- 


though it cannot be denied but St. Paul would 
have done an Action highly acceptable to God in 
procuring this Charity, had he left the Manage- 
ment and Diſtribution of it to others; and although 
there could not be the leaſt Room to fuſpect, that 
he would have embezzled or perverted any of it 


to his own private Uſe, if he had taken the Diſ- 


poſal of it entirely into his own Hands: Yet, 
conſidering the Jealoufies he might be expoſed to 
from the Malice and IIl-will of his Enemies, in 
the latter Reſpect; and the Danger of breeding 
Contention among the Brethren, in the former, 
if he had not interpoſed at all; he is as careful 


about the Manner and Circumſtances of the Diſ- 


tribution of the Charity, as he was about the 
Charity itſelf. He pitches upon one Perſon, of 
undoubted Reputation, and has another chofen by 
the Churches to travel along with him; That he 


might avoid this, that no man ſhould Shine him in 


the abundance which was adminiſtered by him; as 
we find at the nineteenth and twentieth Verſes; 
and theteby as he had provided what was Honeft 
in the fight of the Lord, by promoting an Action 
of all others the moſt acceptable to Him, in reliev- - 
ing the firſt Chriſtian Converts under great Diſ- 
treſs: 


_—_— 
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treſs : So by this ſingular Care and Caution in the 
Manner of conducting this Charity, did he pro- 
vide for honeſt things alſo in the fight of men; by 
giving the fulleſt Aſſurance that what was chark- 
tably. collected, ſhould be juſtly diſtributed — 
Thoſe for whom it was intended, 


Fu oM this View of the Apoſtle” 8 Meaning it in 
the Context, we are naturally led, in the Fuer 
Place, to enquire upon what Grounds and Rea- 
ſons and in what Caſes, we ought to provide 
things honeſt in the fight of men; And, 

SECONDLY, to ſhew the great Uſefulneſs of 
following the Apoſtle's Example, in n the Inſtance 
here before us. 


And here it may not be amiſs, in the Firft 
Place, to enquire into the Reaſon in general, why 
we are obliged to have any Reſpect to the Opi- 
nions of Men, in the outward Conduct of our 
Actions: For, ſeeing that an Omniſcient God, 
the Searcher of Hearts, is the fupreme Judge of 
all our Actions; and that by his Judgment alone 
our final Sentence, to Happineſs or Miſery, is to 
be irreverſibly fixed: It may ſeem, perhaps, a lit - 
tle needleſs to trouble ourſelves, or to be over an- 
xious, about what Men may think or ſay of us; 
provided we have the Teſtimony of a good Con- 


ſcience towards God, and are able to give a good 
Account 
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Account of our Obſervance of his Laws, when- 
ever ve are called upon to do it. Which Reaſoning 
is certainly ſo far juſt and right, that we have not 
any real Cauſe to fear what Men may think or 
ſay of us, ſo long as our Conſciences will acquit 
us before God. But the Fallacy of it lies here, 


that it will be impoſſible for us to ſtand clear at 


the Bar of his Judgment, if we are not very cau- 
tious in our Behaviour whilſt we continue in the 


Sight of Men upon Earth. For it is always to 


be remembered, that it is our Duty not only to 
obſerve the Laws of Chriſtianity ourſelves, but to 
diſcountenance Vice, and Folly, and Infidelity, 
as much as it lies in our Power; and to encourage 
the Increaſe of Piety and Virtue in all we converſe 
with: and conſequently, as often as by ſetting an 


ill Example, or omitting to ſet a good one upon 


proper Occaſions, we encourage others to go on 


in their Wickedneſs; ſo far do we, in the Apoſtle's 
Words, become partakers of other mens fins, and 
liable to fall under the ſame Condemnation. And 
this is the true and real Foundation of every Duty 
of this kind: Which, when we confider how 
much Men live by Imitation, and how prevalent 


the Force of Example is, will appear to be more, 


and of much greater Conſequence, than is general- 


ly apprehended. For if we look out a little into 


the World, and ſtudy human Nature; if we 
conſider Mankind, and the Reaſons why Pro- 


faneneſs 
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at CHRIST-CHURCEH, London. 
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faneneſs and Immorality prevail ſo much amongſt 


them; why Happineſs, which is the Object of 
every one's Purſuit, is the Lot of few; I am 
perſwaded, it is much oftener to be accounted 


for from the miſtaken Examples of other Men, 


than the miſtaken Notions or Reflections of our 
own Minds. Some Men may indeed have ap- 
peared in every Age or Country, who have loſt 


themſelves ſo far in abſtruſe Speculation, as to loſe 
| fight of God and a Senſe of Religion at the ſame 
time; and endeavour to perſwade others, that 


the Duties of Religion and Morality are Creatures 


of the Politician's framing, and no farther obliga- 
tory than the preſent Neceſſities or occaſional 


Conveniencies of Life make them ſo. But this is 
ſo repugnant to the general Senſe of Mankind, 
founded in Fact, that theſe wild Efforts of a de- 


luded or over-heated Fancy might eaſily be for- 


given, where their Influence upon the Practice is 


not too viſible to be concealed. There is a Prin- 
ciple in every Man's Breaſt, which makes him ſen- 
ſible of a certain Difference between Good and 
Evil; and tells him of an infallible Diſtinction be- 


tween Virtue and Vice: And the Checks which 
his Conſcience will never fail to give him upon 


any wicked Attempt, and the occaſional Re- 
proaches upon every {ſerious Reflection, after any 
Guilt is contracted, are ſufficient to deſtroy the 
Force of all the Arguments the Mind can ſuggeſt 
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in her own Defenſe. But the Misfortune is, that 
by ſeeing other Men Wicked, with all the out- 
ward Marks of Proſperity, we are drawn in to 
imitate them in the preſent Gratification of ſome 
importunate Deſire; to overrule the firſt Admo- 
nitions of Conſcience, till it is by degrees lull'd 
aſleep, and the Reaſon ſo far infatuated with the 
Pleaſure of Sin, that we are deſirous to excuſe 
ourſelves at any rate, and think of every Argu- 
ment to palliate our Practice, rather than own 
ourſelves in the Wrong: Nay, ſo very dangerous 
is the Force of evil Examples, that it is not only 


ſufficient to deface that natural Shame, which is 


implanted in every one's Breaſt, of being ſeen to 


do what is amiſs; but it will very often quite 


change the Objects of it, and make Men aſhamed 
to own themſelves as Virtuous and Good as they 
really are. It 1s an odd kind of Hypocriſy in- 
deed, to diſſemble our Virtue; and very ſtrange 
it ſeems to be, that any one ſhould be aſhamed 
or want Courage to own the Influence that a Senſe 


of Religion has occaſionally upon his Mind: but 


yet, it is not an uncommon Thing to meet with 
ſome, among their vicious Companions, boaſting 
of Wickedneſs they never committed; and others, 
wantonly preſuming to blaſpheme that God in 
publick, whoſe Preſence in their Retirements they 
tremble at the very Thoughts of. Nay, it was 
long fince obſerved by that excellent Moraliſt, 

Plutarch, 


. 


at CuRIST- CHURCH, London. 


Plutarch, That one of the greateſt Cauſes of the 
Corruption of Mens Manners was, that in their 
Youth they had not uſually Courage enough to 
withſtand the Force of evil * and to 
reſiſt Intreaties. 

Now as theſe Conſiderations ſhew the Mig 
chiefs ariſing from a bad Example; ſo by tak- 
ing a View of the Advantages ariſing from a good 


one; we ſhall be more fully convinced of the 


Reaſonableneſ of the Duty of providi ng things 
honeſt in the fight of” men. 

Ix was an obſervation of Plato's, that if Vir- 

tue could be preſented in a bodily Shape to hu- 

man Eyes, all Mankind would be wonderfully 

enamoured of her, Could ſtrength of Reaſon, 


joined with great force of Eloquence in the De- 


ſcription of Virtue, have rendered her quite ami- 
able in the Sight of Men, that extraordinary Phi- 
loſopher would certainly have done it. But he 
was very ſenfible that Reaſon and Inſtruction, un- 


aſſiſted, and by themſelves, are very dry and un- 


fruitful ; that Eloquence might for a Time pleaſe 
the Imagination , and at the Hearing touch the 
Heart; but could ſeldom make Impreſſions laſt- 
ing enough to have a conſtant Influence upon 
the Practice. Hence it ſeems to be, that he 
wiſhed to have Virtue preſented to our Sight, 


that having her always in view, we might the 


more effectually be prevailed on to imitate her 
B 2 Perfec- 
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perfections. Now what he wiſhed for, is in a 
great meaſure fulfilled in the Example of every 
virtuous Man; and his Obſervation ſo far verifi- 


ed, that even the moſt Profligate cannot help 


having a ſecret Love and Veneration for a Perſon 
thus endowed ; and in their Hearts and cooler 
Thoughts defire to be like him : And therefore, 
ſince it is natural to us all to purſue what we de- 
fire, and imitate thoſe we love; the ſureſt Way 
to become virtuous ourſelves, will be to chooſe 
for our Companions thoſe that are ſo : and the 


moſt effectual Way to reclaim Sinners from their 


Iniquity and Folly, is to begin at Home, by ſet- 


ting a good Example. For by this Means we 


ſhall not only ſhew to the Life what Religion 
and Virtue are, but at the ſame time, that they 


exceed not our Strength to practiſe : By this 


Means, ſo far ſhall we be from partaking of other 


Mens Sins, that we ſhall be entitled to the Re- 
ward promiſed in Scripture, for reclaiming Sin- 


ners from the Evil of their Ways, and faving 
Souls alive. Theſe Conſiderations ſhew the Rea- 


ſonableneſs of the Duty of providing for honeſt 


things in the fight of men ; and how extenſive 
the Influence of it has been always deemed to be 
over the general Practice of Men; and by Con- 


ſequence the great Wiſdom of Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles, in giving Precepts of this ſort a Place 
| in 
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in the perfect Leſſons of * they taught 7 


Mankind. 

Bur ſecondly: There are ſome particular Ca- 
ſes, wherein we are obliged to be more than or- 
dinary careful to provide Things honeſt in the 
Sight of Men; ſuch are all the Duties relating to 
the Proſperity of that Community whereof we 
are Members: Attending the publick Worſhip 
of God; promoting Acts of general Beneficence, 
and publick Charities; inſtructing the Ignorant 
and Poor; encouraging the Induſtrious; main- 
taining the common Peace; ſupporting the Exe- 


cution of Juſtice, and bringing notorious Offen- 


ders to condign Puniſhment. All the ſocial Du- 
ties of this kind, are of that publick Nature, 
that a great Part of the Merit of them; becauſe a 
great Part of the Uſe and Benefit of them, ariſes 
from their being ſeen, and deſerving the Praiſe of 
Men; and therefore every one, in his proper 
Station, and according to his Ability, ought to 


be forward and exemplary in promoting the Ob- 


ſervance of them. 

Bur may it. not be objected, that this * 
trine gives too much Encouragement to Oſtenta- 
tion and Vainglory? Does it not too much re- 
ſemble that Phariſaical Righteouſneſs, which is 
every where ſeverely condemned and cenſured 
by our bleſſed Saviour? Nay, does he not, at 
the Beginning of the ſixth Chapter of St. Mat- 

thets 
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thew's Goſpel, command the quite contrary ; 70 
tale heed not to do our alms before men, to be ſeen 
of them ? Not to pray in the ſynagogues and cor- 
ners of the ſtreets, if we expect to be rewarded 

by our Father which is in Heaven? Undoubt- 
edly He does; and that very conſiſtently too 
with what He had himſelf before enjoined, and 
what St. Paul more fully and frequently infiſts 
on. For to this Purpoſe it was very well diſtin- 
guiſhed, that the Duties of Prayer and Alms- 
giving are both of a publick and private Nature, 

and that our Behaviour therefore in the Diſcharge 
of them, ought to be reſpectively regulated ac- 
cording to theſe different Circumſtances. At the 
ſolemn Times appointed for the publick Wor- 
ſhip and Service of God, it is our Duty conſtant- 
ly to attend upon it ; to form our Behaviour in 
that regular and ſerious Manner, which is every 
way becoming ſo ſolemn an Occaſion, Here we 
are to provide what is honeſt in the fight of men; 
and let our hight ſhine before them. But beſides 
this, it 1s certainly a very neceſſary Duty to pray 
to God in private, When this is the Caſe, re- 
tire into your Cloſet, and ſhut the Door, and 
make known your Wants to your Father who is 
in ſecret ; and your Father, who ſeeth in ſecret, 
ſhall reward you openly. Again ; In all Countries, 
at leaſt among all civilized Societies of Men, 
there are publick Charities ſet on foot, for the 
„F Relief 
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Relief of thoſe, who from Age, Infirmity, or the 


unforeſeen Accidents of Life, are reduced to In- 


digence and Miſery ; or for the Increaſe of Reli- 


gion and Learning, the promoting of Arts and 


Sciences. When the publick Utility is manifeſt- 
ly advanced by ſuch Acts of Liberality, and ma- 
ny poor Souls recovered by them from an Abyſs 
of Ignorance, and Darkneſs, and Vice; it is un- 
doubtedly the Duty of all, according to their va- 
rious Abilities, to give a helping Hand, and pub- 
lickly throw in their Mite. But beſide theſe 


publick Charities, it is impoſſible but in the 


Courſe of one's Life, a Man will meet with ma- 
ny piteous and miſerable Objects, who, if he 
have any Bowels of Compaſſion, will move him 


to commiſerate their Condition, and give them 


ſomewhat for Chriſt's ſake : Here the good Man 
does his Alms by Stealth, and does not /ef his 
left hand know what his right hand doth, There 


are ſome other Duties, wherein this ſame Diffe- 


rence as to the Manner, the Time, and Circum- 
ſtances of performing them, deſerves our Atten- 
tion: And by this Diſtinction, the whole ſeem- 
ing Difference and Contradiction in the Doctrine 

of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, is fairly reconciled. 
Tur Truth of the Matter is, that Chriſt ne- 
ver deſigned to diſcourage Men from being open 
and exemplary 1 in Religion and Virtue ; or from 
appearing to the World as Jus, as Generous, as 
Chari- 
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Charitable and Good, as they really are. Him- 

ſelf and his Apoſtles, who went about doing good, 
have enforced with various Precepts this Practice, 
and expreſſly recommended their own Examples 
to future Imitation, But what our Lord ſo ſe- 


verely reprimands, is the making an oftentatious 
Shew of our good Deeds, ſignified by ſounding 


a trumpet before them when we do an alms, and 
affecting to appear devout and charitable in the 
Sight of Men, when we are not really and ſin- 
cerely ſo : That we ſhould not, with the Scribes 
and Phariſees, be like whited Sepulchres; have 
fair Outſides, and be at the fame Time within 


Full of rottenneſs and dead mens bones : with au- 
ſtere -Looks, and the outward Pomp and Shew 
of Piety, Devotion and Charity, have Hearts at 


the ſame Time full of nothing but pride, extor- 
tion, and all manner of uncleanneſs. This vile 
Hypocriſy is what our Saviour ſeverely cenſures; 

and with very good Reaſon aſſures thoſe, who 


only affected to be Righteous in the Sight of 


Men, that they would not be intitled to any Re- 
ward from their Father which is in Heaven, and, 


being the Searcher of Hearts, knows their ſhame- 


ful want of Sincerity. But ſurely there can be 
no Colour of Reaſon from hence to conclude, 


that they who are fincere in their Religion, who 


are truly and upon Principle charitable and good, 
ſhould be afraid of the ſame Imputation of Hy- 
pocriſy, 


at CHRIST-CHOU RCH, London. 


pocriſy, becauſe they appear ſo in the Sight of 
Men ; nay, both Religion and Reaſon require it 
as a Duty in them to do ſo : Out of regard to 


God, the Searcher of Hearts, to be really as good 


as they appear to be: And for the fake of Men, 
to appear always as good as they really are. 


FROM this general Enquiry into the Ground 


and Reaſon of the Duty of providing Things ho- 
neſt in the Sight of Men; paſs we on, Secondly, 


to the particular Inſtance of St. Paul before us; 
and to apply it to the Occaſion of our preſent 
Meeting. 

ONE main Difficulty i in the Way of making 
Chriſtianity firſt known to the Sons of Men, aroſe 
from the Oppoſition it muſt almoſt of neceſſity 
meet with from the Powers of the World. For 
the Chriſtian Doctrines being in appearance op- 
polite at that Time to the Intereſt of the govern- 
ing Powers; and in reality, as oppoſite to the 


15 general Maxims of the World, and Doctrines of 


every other eſtabliſned Religion, as Light to 
Darkneſs; it would be natural for thoſe Powers 
to diſcourage their Subjects and Dependants from 
embracing a Religion, which they themſelves 
could not approve: And as natural would it be 
for the inferior Part of Mankind to ſtart back at 
the Reception of the cleareſt Truth, and refuſe 
Conviction; if they found unavoidable Poverty 

C and 
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and Want, as well as the Oppreſſion and Frowns 
of the Great, to be the Lot of thoſe who believed. 
To guard therefore againſt this Inconvenience, 


the Apoſtles found it neceſſary, at firſt ſetting out, 


to have one common Purſe; and by an equitable 
Diſtribution of what was thrown into it, to pre- 
ſerve all the Members of the Infant Church from 
Penury and Contempt. We have fome Account 


of this in the Acts of the Apoſtles: The frequent 


Exhortations in all the Catholick Epiſtles to Cha- 
rity, to diftribute to the neceſſities of the Saints; ta 
do Good, eſpecially to thoſe of the houſhold of faith; 
are all pointed at this Mark; and St. Paul, in this 
and the following Chapter, with his uſual Art 
of Eloquence and Reaſoning, ſtirreth up the Co- 
rinthians to a liberal Contribution for the poor 
ſaints at Jeruſalem. And does it not become 
Chriſtians of ſucceeding Generations, after his 
Example, to provide for honeſt Things in the 
Lord's Sight? Very different indeed is our Caſe 
from that of the primitive Times, in one Re- 
ſpect. The Powers of the World are on our 


Side; the Doctrines of Chriſtianity are by Law 


eſtabliſhed amongſt us; and a Proviſion made for 
incouraging all to practiſe, as well as be inſtruct- 
ed, in them ; and no danger of incurring Poverty 
or Contempt from the open Profeflion of our 
holy Faith: So that the Reaſon for having all 
Things common being ceaſed, the Practice of it 

would 
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would be abſurd, and break in upon all the com- 
mon Meaſures of civil Government. But till 
there is Room enough left for the Exerciſe of 
our Charity this Way : Many remote Countries 


of the Earth have never heard the glad Tidings | 


of the Goſpel ; many more have had the Memo- 
rials of it totally effaced, by the Incurſions of 
their barbarous Neighbours: And many dark 
Corners even of our own Iſlands, from the In- 


clemencies of the Climate, and Barrenneſs of the 


Country, are left deſtitute of the Means of pre- 
ſerving that Senſe of Chriſtianity amongſt the 
Inhabitants, which is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh 
them from mere Heathens. The Field is {till 


open and ſpacious enough, for the Reception of 


all the good Seed we can procure to be ſowed in 


it: And there is no Danger of the want of Em- 


ployment, for every generous Benefaction the 
Society is enriched with, to give it the neceſſary 
Culture, and make it fruitful. But the Occaſion 
of our preſent Meeting calls our Attention another 


Way, and fixes our Eyes nearer Home, upon 


the poor Infant Members of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
are left expoſed to Nakedneſs and Want; and 
out of the way of learning their Duty towards 
God and Man: Some, by the Loſs of Parents, 
without one Friend in the World : Others, by 
the unavoidable Poverty of them, deprived of 
the common Neceſſaries of Life: and ſome again, 
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by the Wickedneſs of thoſe, into whoſe Hands 


they fall, trained up to Idleneſs and Pilfering : 
All of them in danger of growing up to Man- 


hood, without any Senſe of God in the World. 
Here is an Opportunity of doing Good offered 
to every true Chriſtian, and which will laſt as 


long as the Inequalities of human Communities 
ſubſiſt, for the Exerciſe of a moſt uſeful and ex- 


tenſive Charity; where he may not only feed the 
Hungry, and cloath the Naked, but be inſtru- 
mental in ſowing that good Seed, which. will 


ſpring up in fruits to eternal life. 


ON whatever Side we view this Charity, there 
is ſomewhat to recommend it to our Conſidera- 
tion; and move the Heart of thoſe, who have 
any Bowels to. contribute towards its Support. 
Are we Men, and touched. with. the common 
Feeling of Humanity? Surely, the Diſtreſſes of 
the Helpleſs, Innocent, Infant State of our own 
Species, will move our Compaſſion on their Be- 
half? Are we Chriſtians, and true Followers of 


the bleſſed Jeſus? He embraced the children that 


were brought unto him, and bleſſed them; and de- 
clared their Innocence to be the great Preparative 
for the Kingdom of Heaven : And can any Cha- 
rity therefore be more pleaſing to Him, than 


that which is laid out in preſerving their Inno- 
cence ; and preparing them for that Kingdom 


He has purchaſed for them ? Do we value our- 
ſelves 
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ſelves upon being Proteſtants; Members of a 
Church reformed from all the Corruption and 


Dregs of Popiſh Superſtition? What Means fo 
likely to preſerve this pure Profeſſion of our holy 
Religion, as imprinting an early Love to the holy 


Scriptures upon all the Peoples Minds, and en- 


abling even the Meaneſt, betimes fo give a reaſon 


of the hope that is in them? Or laſtly, Is it our 


Privilege to be. Engliſbmen, and Duty to preſerve 
the Liberties, and encreaſe the Proſperity of our 
Fellow Subjects? No Method can be more ef- 


fectual, than to guard againſt the Sloth, and Vices 
of the inferior people; to enure them early to 
Induſtry and Labour ; to breed them up to uſeful 
Trades and Buſineſs ;- to inſtru& them in the ne- 
ceſſary Means of carrying on Commerce at Home, 


and navigating our. Ships Abroad. But ſuch, I 


am authoriſed to ſay, are the Ends and Purpoſes 
of the Charity before us: A Charity incumbent 
on us, as Men and Chriſtians, to promote ; and 
worthy of us, as Engh/hmen. and Proteſtants, to 
be earneſt and exemplary in doing it. 


LET me add one. Obſervation more, and I 


have done: It is upon the Caution of the Apoſtle, 
that no Man might blame him in the Abundance 
that was adminiſtered by. him. We all of us 
know, They who have been uſed to collect the 
Bounty of others, know. full well, how ready 
Men are to excuſe themſelves, to fave their Trea- 


ſure, 
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fure, and withdraw their Subſcriptions; if there 
be Room for ſuſpeCting, that there will be the 
leaſt Miſapplication of what is charitably beſtow- 
ed. And no wonder they are ſo, ſince a Miſap- 
plication of charitable Contributions, is one of 
the moſt unpardonable Violations of common 


Juſtice. St. Paul therefore, was as cautious in 


the Choice of Men of undoubted Integrity, and 
approved of by the Churches, to diſtribute the 
Bounty ; as he was earneſt with the Corinthians 
to be liberal in beſtowing it. I mention this, 
not as if I thought the ſame Care was wanting 
in the Application of the Charity before us. It 
is well known, through a Courſe of above Forty 
Years, how it has flouriſhed, in the Hands of 
Men of undoubted Reputation and Probity ; 
who have given it the Aſſiſtance not only of their 
Purſes, but many alſo of their Time and Study, 
to carry it to Perfection: Who have been ready 
from time to time to remove every real Abuſe 
that may have ariſen ; to clear the Schools from 
every Imputation of Diſloyalty to the Govern- 
ment, of making early Impreſſions of Pride and 
Vanity upon the Childrens Minds : Who have 
ſtudied the Arts of Frugality and good Manage- 
ment, not only in the Value, but the Plainneſs 
and Simplicity of their Dreſs : Who have re- 
commended Labour and Induſtry, as almoſt 
equally neceſſary to their right Education with 
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inſuuction and Knowledge; ; and who, Jam per- 

ſwaded, will be always thankful for any Infor- 
mation of Neglect in their Management; for 
any reaſonable Propoſal towards their Improve- 


ment: So that whatever Miſcarriages may ariſe 
among the Numbers educated under their pious 


Care, may be imputable to nothing but what 
falls equally upon every other good Deſign in the 
World, the unavoidable Imperfections of human 
Nature. I mention this to the Credit of thoſe 
who have had of late Vears a principal Share in 
the Conduct of this Charity; to ſhew how con- 
formably they have acted to St. Paul's Example, 

to avoid any Blame in the Abundance that has 
been adminiſtered by them: I mention it by way 


of Exhortation and Encouragement to them, to 


perſevere in this Labour of Love, wherein they 
have been ſo long and ſo ſucceſsfully exerciſed ; 

that every Shadow of an Excuſe may be ved 
out of the Way of thoſe, who want an Excuſe 
to cover their own Avarice and Illiberality. And 
very prevalent, ſurely, muſt the Narrowneſs of 


their Spirits be, who can come in the Way of 


ſo uſeful a Charity, ſee the Objects of it daily 


before them, and conſider the Multiplicity of 


Ways they may profit the Publick by it, as well 
as preſerve ſuch a Number of harmleſs Children 
from inevitable Ruin; and yet deny them a Boon, 
out of what they may daily ſpare from their own 
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Luxury and Superfluities. He muſt be a bad 


Oeconomiſt indeed, who has nothing to ſpare out 
of his Income, to be laid out in Deeds of Gene- 
roſity and Charity; and a worſe Chriſtian, who 
in Inſtances of this kind, refuſes to do it. 
Le me exhort you, therefore, in the Words 
of St. Paul towards the Concluſion of what he 
ſays upon this Subject. Every man, according as 
Fog purpoſeth in his heart, fo let him give; not 
grudgi ngly, or of neceſſi 5 for God loveth a 
var Sr. | 


To his Love let me recommend you ; to the 
Care, the Protection, and Requital of that 
 Gop, who has promiſed fo repay whatever 

is laid out in Ads of Pity upon the Poor; 
and made them one of the principal Condi- 
tions, upon which you will be entitled to 
the Reward of Eternal Life. Which, that 
we may all of us attain, God of his infi- 
nite Mercy grant, for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, 
20 * Amen, 25 


